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Black Rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis)

The black rhinoceros or hook-lipped rhinoceros 

(Diceros bicornis) is a species of rhinoceros, native to 

eastern and central Africa including Kenya, Tanzania, 

Cameroon, South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, and 

Angola. Although the rhinoceros is referred to as black, 

its colors vary from brown to grey.

An adult black rhinoceros stands 132–180cm high at 

the shoulder and is 2.8–3.8m in length, plus a tail of 

about 60 in length. An adult typically weighs from 800 

to 1400kg. Their thick-layered skin protects the rhino 

from thorns and sharp grasses. An excellent sense of 

smell alerts rhinos to the presence of predators.

The black rhinoceros had been pushed to the brink of 

extinction by illegal poaching for their horn, and to a 

lesser extent by loss of habitat. ‘Save the Rhino Trust’ in 

Namibia has been successfully protecting the desert-

adapted black rhino of the Kunene and Erongo regions 

for 30 years.

DID YOU KNOW?
The World Wide Fund for Nature is an international

non-governmental organization working on issues

regarding the conservation, research and

restoration of the environment.

This wildlife information and activity

page is proudly brought to you by

the all new www.HyundaiNamibia.com
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Dear Kids, dear Parents,

What are Pangolins? Pangolins, often called “scaly 
anteaters,” are covered in tough, overlapping scales. 
These burrowing mammals eat ants and termites using an 
extraordinarily long, sticky tongue, and are able to quickly 
roll themselves up into a tight ball when threatened. 

Poaching for illegal wildlife trade and habitat loss 
have made these incredible creatures one of the most 
endangered groups of mammals in the world.

Read more about these unique animals – and let’s help 
rescue our amazing pangolins!

We have to postpone our article about our Desert Lions. 
The team is still in the field on a rescue mission

Your PAKO Team!
(in collaboration with Namibia Animal Awareness, the 

SPCA and Border Collie Rescue Namibia).

13
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Although present over quite a large area of Southern 
Africa, the Cape Pangolin (also known as Ground 
Pangolin) is rare throughout it and difficult to spot. 
It is found in woodlands and savannahs from East 
to South Africa and also in north-eastern Namibia. 
Pangolins are mainly solitary. They spend their days 
in their burrow and are active at night.
Their scarcity is partly because they are hunted by 
humans for their scales because of traditional beliefs, 
because of accidental electrocution on electrified 
fences and because it is often burnt in bush fires. 
The pangolin is designated as an endangered 
species.

Its scarcity is partly because it is hunted by humans 
for is scales for traditional beliefs, accidental 
electrocution on electrified fences and because 
it is often burnt in bush fires. The pangolin is 
designated as an endangered species.
Cape Pangolins have a very small head, small 
forelegs and powerful hind legs. They also have no 
teeth and they lack external ears. Their eyesight is 

poor but they have good hearing and a good sense of 
smell.

Pangolins are the only group of mammals that are 
covered in scales rather than hair. These scales 
consist of keratin overlying a hard calcium plate 
(this material is useless for medicine, as keratin 
is the same material as your fingernails consists 
of).

Cape Pangolins mainly feed on ants and termites.
Their tongue is extremely long, and it can reach 
lengths of up to 40 cm. In a resting position the 
tongue is pulled back and stored in a pouch in the 
chest cavity. To enable them to catch termites and 
ants their salivary glands produce sticky mucus which 
coats their tongue.

As pangolins have no teeth, their stomach is specially 
designed to grind up their food, with the aid of the 
sand and small stones that they consume.

With the exception of the underside, it is covered with 
extremely hard scales. When threatened, it usually 
will roll up into a ball to protect the vulnerable belly. 
The scales on the tail can also be used as blades to 
slash at attackers.

Pangolins have only a single pup (baby) a year. 
The pup is born in a burrow, but after a month will 
accompany the mother during her feeding sessions 
by catching a ride on the mother’s back. The pup 
becomes completely independent after three months, 
but will remain in its mother’s home range until nearly 
a year old.
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Cape pangolins only become sexually mature after 5 
– 7 years. This, combined with the slow reproductive 
rate, means that recruitment (the number of new 
individuals entering the population each year) is low. 
It also means that every individual that is killed is a 
big loss to the population. 

16 February is World Pangolin Day! Please help us 
protect our pangolins!  They are our animals and part 
of our country!
Should you find an orphaned or injured pangolin, 
please contact:
REST (Rare and Endangered Species Trust)
rest@iway.na  081 367 9425

Returned to the bush with a tracker fitted.
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he moon travels around the earth in a circle called 
an orbit. The moon takes about 27 days, 7 hours 43 
minutes, 11.6 seconds to go all the way around the 
earth and return to its starting position.

The moon’s orbit around the earth is a slightly 
squashed circle called an ellipse.

The moon has no atmosphere. There is no wind or 
weather on the moon.

What is the temperature on the moon?
• The moon is very hot during the day but very cold 

at night. The average surface temperature of the 
moon is 107 °C during the day and -153 °C at 
night.

What distance does the moon travel around the 
earth?
• The moon travels a distance of 2,290,000 km 

around the earth.

How far is the moon from earth?
• The moon is about 384 400 km from earth.

How wide is the moon?
• The moon has a diameter of 3476 km. The surface 

of the moon 
has about the 
same area as 
the continent of 
Africa.

Why can we see 
the moon?
• The moon is not a light source; it does not make 

its own light. The moon reflects light from the sun. 
We can see the moon because light from the sun 
bounces off. The sun always lights up one side of 
the moon.

Did you know?
• We always see the same side of the moon. The 

moon always keeps the same side pointing 
towards us so we can never see the ‘back’ of the 
moon from the earth.

The moon and the tides
• Tides are caused by the combined effects of the 

gravitational forces exerted by the moon, the sun 
and the rotation of the earth.

• Spring tides occur when the Earth, the Sun, and 
the Moon are in a line.

Enjoy stargazing
@

Rooisand Desert Ranch
 

Rooisand Desert Ranch
Mobile: +264 (0) 81 127 7629

Email: info@rooisand.comEmail: info@rooisand.com
Website: www.rooisand.comPh
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Wherever they live, vultures are important 
because they help clean the environment. 
They eat dead animals before the rotting 
bodies become a source of disease.

Vultures are amazing birds, but they 
are often misunderstood. Learning
 just how unique these birds are 
can help you to appreciate their 
place in nature and how important their 
ongoing conservation is.

Vultures are carnivorous and almost 
exclusively eat carrion. They prefer fresh 
meat but are able to consume carcasses 
that may be rotted so much as to be 
dangerous for other animals. This gives 
vultures a unique and important ecological 
niche because they help prevent the spread 
of diseases from old, sick or rotting corpses.
Vultures have very good senses of sight and 
smell to help them locate food, and they can 
find a dead animal from a kilometre away.

Vultures rarely hunt live animals. Instead, 

they feed on carrion. Carrion is the meat of an animal 
that is already dead. Some vultures eat scraps left by 
predators such as hyenas or lions. Unlike other birds 
of prey, vultures have weak feet. This is because they 
don’t use their feet to catch and kill prey. Vultures 
have bare heads and often bare necks so that when 
they feed on dead carcasses, bacteria and other 
parasites cannot burrow into their feathers to cause 
infections. This allows the birds to stay healthier while 
feeding on material that would easily infect other 
animals.

While vultures eat mostly dead animals, they are 
capable of attacking and will often prey on extremely 

sick, wounded or infirm prey, especially if food has 
been scarce and there are no carcasses nearby.
It is a myth that vultures will prey on healthy 
livestock, but they are still regularly persecuted by 
farmers who believe the birds to be a threat to their 
animals or spread diseases.

Vultures face many threats that are 
endangering their populations. 

Poisoning is the biggest threat to 
vultures, primarily from toxins or 
bullet lead in the carcasses they 
eat. 

Help us to save these amazing 
birds!

Why do we need 
Vultures?
Why do we need 
Vultures?
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Find the answers on page 18

PAKO needs your maths skills to help him solve the puzzle below. Each oval contains a different number from 
1 to 11. Follow the clues below to find the correct circle for each number.
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Find the answers on page 18

Each row and column is a division problem. Complete the math and write the answers in the empty spaces.
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www.kidz-fun-fair.com

1 & 2 November 2013
SKW Sport Grounds

•	 Bank Windhoek BizzKids Stalls
•	 Solo  Jumping  Castle
•	 Solo  Information Kiosk
•	 Bank Windhoek Kidz Art Zone
•	 Fun with clay
•	 Bank Windhoek Sports Area

Look out for these fun activities offered by 
Bank Windhoek:
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www.education.com

Object of the game: Claim the most boxes.
Rules:
Players take turns drawing a horizontal or vertical line from one shamrock to
an adjacent shamrock. Lines may be drawn anywhere on the board. The player
who completes a box claims it by writing his initial in the box as shown. The
player completing a box gets a bonus turn. Play continues until the last box is formed. 
Players count their boxes and the one with most boxes is winner!
For 2 or more players!

P
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Leopard: (picture of Shakira 
as cub) 

8 year old Shakira has been at 
AfriCat from the young age of 9 
months. She was rescued by two 
wonderful people named Peet and 
Anel and was hand-reared from the 
age of 3 weeks. 

They found her wet and scared 
after a flash flood which probably 
separated her from her mother.  
The couple loved, fed and cared for 
Shakira. They placed her at AfriCat 
when they no longer could keep 
her. She is tame but extremely shy. 
Leopards are by nature solitary 
animals. Due to her habituation 
(no fear for humans), she cannot 
be released into the wild and will 
have to live with us for the rest of 
her life.  Anel and Peet regularly 
visit Shakira who still reacts to 
their voices, greeting by rubbing up 
against the fence and rolling on her 
back.  Shakira’s “human” parents 
funded her 4.4ha enclosure and 
contribute to her monthly boarding 
costs.

Lion:  (Shenzi, approx. 2 
months old).

Shenzi (means ‘leader of the pack’) 
was born on a farm close to the 
Etosha, where his mother was shot 
for killing livestock. Shenzi was 
found close to death at a waterhole. 
AfriCat was called to rescue him. 
He was very hungry on arrival at 
AfriCat; we fed him fresh meat so 
he became much stronger. 

After a month, we released him 
into a larger enclosure near 4 
other lions, rescued off farmland 
bordering Etosha. A few months 
later, Shenzi was introduced to 
Shani, one of the older females 
from the other group.  She accepted 
Shenzi as her CUB. Thereafter, the 
rest of the group became Shenzi’s 
‘siblings’ (brothers and sisters) and 
they lived together for a long time 
as a small group of lions, called a 
pride.   

Cheetah:  (picture of Qattro 
as a cub) 
                                          
Quattro was hit by a car when he 
was 7 months old, suffering from a 
concussion and a broken leg. His 
front left leg was broken in four 
places hence the name “Quattro”. 
The leg was pinned and plated and 
Quattro was kept as still as possible 
so that the bone could heal. 

Once the leg was stable Quattro 
was introduced to three cheetahs 
of a similar age. Quattro appeared 
in a UK television documentary 
“Cheetah Kingdom”. Have you 
seen the programme? He is part 
of AfriCat’s Cheetah Rehabilitation 
Programme and is soon to be 
released into the Okonjma Private 
Nature Reserve. 

– if you are under the age of 10 years, this page is YOUR page, 
with interesting information on animals your age, called CUBS!

Firstly, what is a CUB?
The definition reads: ‘the young of certain carnivorous animals such as the bear, wolf or lion’.
We know of more young animals called CUBS – baby tiger, cheetah and leopard..... and a SHARK, who 
would have known?

The AfriCat Foundation of Namibia takes care of and protects the cubs of lions, leopards and cheetahs.

Welcome to the

www.africat.org
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The Giant Schnauzer is one of the most useful, 
powerful, and enduring working breeds. It looks like 
a larger version of the Standard Schnauzer. Calm, 
watchful, courageous, and loyal, but playful and 
amiable, they are excellent family companions as well.

Giant Schnauzers love their owners and are protective 
of them. They want to be with their people!
They love to bark and can be quite good at it! Maybe 
sometimes too good! These dogs are energetic, active 
dogs that need a lot of exercise each day. They need 
to be stimulated both physically and mentally. They 
love to learn and would do anything to please you.
The Giant Schnauzer is not suited for apartment life! 

Giant Schnauzers can be dog aggressive, especially 
with same sex dogs. They also have a high prey drive 
and will chase any fast-moving small animal.

The
Giant Schnauzer

The Giant Schnauzer does well with children, but keep 
in mind that this is a big, strong dog that can knock 
over and injure a small child without meaning to.

The wiry coat is reasonably easy to look after, but the 
undercoat is dense and it will become matted unless it 
is combed or brushed weekly with a short wire brush. 
Ear care is important.

If you treat these dogs the way they are meant to be 
treated, you will be treated to a loyal, reliable, loving 
companion who would do anything for you.

Getting a new dog:  
how to choose the right 
dog...(part 3)

EASE OF TRAINING

INTELLIGENCE

GROOMING

WATCHDOG

GUARD DOG

SIZE

GOOD WITH KIDS
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Ask Dr Mickey – 
How to stop a dog from 

pulling on the leash

First some general tips:

• Praise is the most important thing to do!
• Do not use choke collars or pinch collars.
• Always be kind to your dog, don’t abuse it.

A dog pulling on its leash is one of the most common 
complaints.

The reason your dog continues to pull on the leash is 
because they are being rewarded for their behaviour. 
When you continue walking behind a dog that is pulling 
you toward something he sees, smells, or hears you 
are rewarding that behaviour. 
The dog pulls – it works!

Here are a few guidelines:

Start your walk with a 
calming energy
A dog that is excited before he leaves the house will 
only get more excited once you get outside. When you 
get to the door, calm your dog and have him sit before 
you go out.

Walk at a brisk pace
This helps keep your dog’s attention on the walk and 
not on everything it smells. 

Stop every time you feel 
tension on the leash
(You may have to stop many, many, many times on 
your walks)
Simply stop dead in your tracks without saying a word 
when you feel tension on your leash. Your dog will 
soon look back at you, wondering what is going on. 
The second he looks back and acknowledges you and 
the leash subsequently relaxing, you say ‘good dog’ 
with excitement and begin your begin your walk again.

Walk your dog at least 30 
minutes, twice a day
It is the best way you can ensure you will have a 
happy, healthy and well-adjusted dog. A long walk can 
also significantly calm a hyper or energetic dog.

PRAISE YOUR DOG WHEN HE 
IS WALKING POLITELY.

Don’t:
• expect our dog to walk nicely on a leash if it only 

gets walked every once in a while.
• let your dog choose the pace or the direction of 

the walk.
• stop every time your dog wants to smell something.
• verbally or physically correct your dog for pulling.

With a little patience, these methods will work well for 
many dogs, and will also help you to form a close bond 
with your dog. However, some dogs are a little more 
difficult and may be a little harder to train. This does 
not mean you’ve got a bad dog. It just means you’ll 
need to work a little harder to get the desired response.
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When I left school I knew that I would work with 
animals, but first I studied to be a social worker and 
learnt a lot about how people view the world and how 
different people treat the things around them. Whilst 
I was studying social work at university I also had a 
job teaching children how to care for and ride horses. 
After studying and working for a few years I knew that 
I wanted more knowledge about caring for and nursing 
animals as well as about how people and animals 
interact. I went back to university to a veterinary school 
and studied veterinary nursing. My real nursing title is 
“Sister Liz”. 

Studying animals is a lifelong adventure. I was very 
lucky to have an opportunity to work for the National 
Zoological Gardens in Pretoria, South Africa. Not only 
was I their first veterinary nurse, I was also the first 
female to get a job working with the animals at that 
zoo. At the zoo our department was responsible for 
the health and welfare of all the animals.  Correctly 
managed zoological gardens have a very important 
role to play in the world of animals. This has to do 
with the conservation of species and the education 
of the public. Conservation of animal species means 
health and welfare of the individual animal, their whole 

population and the environment 
where the animals live. 

I started the organisation NARREC, 
Namibia Animal Rehabilitation, 
Research and Education Centre 
about 23 years ago. Then as now, 
birds were the most commonly 
found animals either injured or 
orphaned. Then as now, the 
primary focus is to help an injured 
or orphaned animal to return to a 
natural and healthy environment. 
So NARREC has done two things: 
develop excellent facilities for 
nursing, care and keeping birds 
and small mammals that are most 
commonly rescued by people 
and through information sharing 
helping with the maintenance 
of healthy environments for all 
animals. 

NARREC is a rescue and rehabilitation centre. The 
most common problems that we see are:

Garden birds:
Small birds and baby birds in towns caught by cats 
(and sometimes dogs).
Birds that fly into glass windows.
Birds that are injured on roads by collision with cars.
Birds that get sick from eating in gardens where poison 
has been used to kill plant pests.
Birds that get shot with catapults and air guns.

Birds of prey:
Scavenging birds of prey, vultures and some eagles 
that are sick from eating poison that has been put out 
to kill jackals and leopards on farms.
Birds of prey, especially owls and migrant kites that 
have accidents colliding with, or getting electric burns 
on power-lines.
Baby owls that get taken out of nests.

Other birds:
Flamingoes that have accidents colliding with power-
lines (flamingoes fly at night).
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N A R R E C 
helps every 
animal that 
is reported 
and gives the 
general public 
information on 
keeping our 
environments 
safe for animals.  There are many things that we 
all can choose to do to keep our environments safe 
for animals. NARREC relies on solar power for all 
electricity, hot water and cooking. Compost making 
takes hard work but with that organic vegetables are 
grown. A vulture feeding station (also known as a 
vulture restaurant) is managed at NARREC and more 
than 70 marked vultures have been seen eating at 
the “restaurant”.  A marked bird can be identified by 
rings on the legs or even a tag on a wing. Seeing and 
reporting these marked birds is part of NARREC’s work 
that can help with knowing more about threatened and 
endangered species. 

NARREC has produced booklets and posters on 
diurnal (day) birds of prey, on nocturnal (night) birds, 
on parrots, on how to safely catch birds for marking 
with leg-rings and wing-tags, on the dangers of poisons 
in the environment, on the wonder of bird migration 
across continents and on how to manage a vulture 
restaurant.

NARREC is open to all persons interested in the 
environment and specifically birds of prey. 
Take a virtual walk around NARREC at 
www.narrec.net

Parrots that are illegally trapped to sell (parrots must 
have a closed identification ring to prove that they 
were born in captivity).

Mammals:
Suricates or meerkats that are stolen from their 
meerkat families and brought to town as pets (it is not 
allowed to keep a wild animal as a pet).
Tortoises that are stolen from nature and then escape 
from a garden in town.
Porcupines that get trapped in gardens in town. 
Babies from a number of small mammals including 
ground squirrels, polecats, genets, yellow mongoose 
and suricates.
Pangolins that are illegally caught by people for illegal 
trade, for traditional medicine.

Black Eagle: This 
beautiful bird was 
taken from a nest 
and hand-raised.

Never tame 
wildlife as then 

the animal is not 
fit for nature.

Examining owl pellets: Nature is fascinating and 
there are many things for everyone to discover.

Weighing babies: The 
weight of an animal is 
important and must be 
constantly checked when 
raising babies or nursing 
sick animals.

Looking after animals is a long-term commitment. 
NARREC's oldest bird is 27 years old. We know 
her age because she had an identification ring  put 
on her as a chick, she was found injured in a man-
made trap 26 years ago.
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In the next issue we wi l l 
te l l  you more about our 

myst ic owls.

Activity Answers
Page 9

YOU WILL NEED

• Five identical bottles
• Water 

HERE'S HOW
 
Fill five identical plastic bottles with varying 
amounts of water. Arrange the bottles in order from 
most to least full. Blow across the top of each bottle and compare the different 
sounds you make.
 
WHY?
 
Changing the amounts of air and water in the bottles lets you change the pitch—
how high or low the sound is. When you blow across the tops of the bottles, you 
are making the air inside vibrate. In bottles with more air, vibrations are slower, so 
the pitch is lower.

10

2 8 4

5 3 1

9 6

7

11

Page 10
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If your child is between 0 -18 years you can teach them to become financially 
independent by opening a Solo account for them. To get your child connected 
to the world of Solo, contact your nearest Bank Windhoek branch today or visit 
our website at www.bankwindhoek.com.na.
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