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friends
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Meow meow, “Hey Zipper 
where are you? Why are you 
hiding from me again? It‘s me 
Gypsy. You know the cat from 
the house that you sometimes 
talk to. Gypsy looked up into the 
big tree and scanned it with his 
lively green eyes. “I know you 
are somewhere around here. 
I don‘t understand why you’re 
always so mysterious. I think by 
now we are buddies. After all, I 
am the only one who ever wants 
to find you.“ He walked back and 
forth and wagged his tail. “Ah 
man! Look what you did now. 
Now I am wagging my tail and 
that means I am totally annoyed 
with your games. Why should 
we always play hide and seek? 
I know you‘re a chameleon, but 

seriously!!!! We do live in the 
same yard.“ Gypsy scanned 
the big evergreen tree again 
and meowed a little louder than 
before, in case his chameleon 
friend was asleep and did not 
hear him the first time. But there 
was no reply... nothing.

“H‘m, I guess you leave me no 
choice but to climb up there 
and find you myself. I guess 
you‘re too lazy to speak or show 
yourself.“ Not even his teasing 
worked. Still the chameleon 
gave no response. Gypsy first 
stretched up against the big 
tree trunk and then scratched 
the bark a few times to sharpen 
his nails. Finally he leaped up 
quickly and climbed higher 

into the tree. He scanned the 
branches with its green leaves 
again and saw a big branch that 
would serve as a nice platform 
to relax on. “Oh well, I will just 
get comfortable on this big 
branch and wait for you to show 
yourself. “Purr... Purr ... Purr“ 
Only a few minutes passed 
before he got annoyed again. 
Why wouldn‘t Zipper visit with 
him? Gypsy started wagging his 
tail again. “Halloo Zipper! Where 
are you? These leaves are so 
green and so are you. How am 
I supposed to find you here? 
Perhaps you want to irritate me; 
well I can also be an annoying 
kitty and meow and talk your 
ears off! Yup, I think I will stay 
here and do just that, until you 

Unlikely friends
(by Noreen Arangies)

decide to show yourself.“
Still nothing...

“You want to know something 
disgusting? Just now that rude 
dog also took a walk in the 
garden and guess what he did? 
I‘ll tell you what.... It was eww! 
He did his “business“ right there 
under the palm tree! In the open 
for everyone to see and he did 
not even cover it up afterwards! 
Dogs! They have no shame. I 
am so glad that I‘m a cat.“ 
Then a voice replied right next 
to his ear, “I told you before that 
you talk too much.“ 

Meowwwww! Gypsy got such 
a big fright; he jumped up and 
nearly fell off the branch. “Hey, 
slowly grey fur, I don‘t want you 
to take me down with you,“ said 
Zipper. Gypsy looked up with 
shiny eyes as he calmed himself 
and sat down. “Zipper, if I didn‘t 
consider you a friend, you‘d be 
cat food right now,“ he replied. 
Zipper rolled his two big eyes 
360 degrees. “Well Gypsy, I 
hate to break the news to you, 
but I am a reptile and cats and 
reptiles are not friends.“ Gypsy 
looked at him dumbfounded. 
“So?“ Zipper attached his tail 
to a small branch and hung 

upside down from it. “What do 
you mean so? Did nobody tell 
you before cats sometimes 
kill reptiles? I‘ve heard that 
cats kill snakes, or geckos and 
even chameleons. Don‘t you 
understand? You‘re an enemy 
to me. You cannot keep on 
pretending that I am your friend 
and climb up here to find me, 
as if it were the most natural 
thing in the world to do.“ Meow... 
“Zipper, I do get your point, 
but you seem to forget that I 
am a house cat. That means 
I eat pellets and although a 
cute little mouse might interest 
my instincts, this cat is not 
interested in creepy crawly stuff 
or scaly reptile skin.“  

Zipper looked puzzled when he 
rolled his eyes at the same time; 
one to the front and the other 
to the back. “You‘re a strange 
cat, Gypsy.“ “Thank you, I get 
that all the time. Now tell me 
why are you always hiding? 
It‘s very annoying you know.“ 
“I don‘t camouflage myself to 
annoy you. I do so to protect 
myself and to hunt for food. 
Just now there was a big black 
crow up in the Acacia tree over 
there. He was hunting too and 
I didn‘t want to be his meal.“ 

Gypsy excitedly said, “Well, 
why didn‘t you say something? I 
could have scared him away for 
you. You see, I can be a good 
friend to you.“ Zipper lowered 
himself slowly until he sat right 
in front of Gypsy. “But why do 
you want to be my friend. Don‘t 
you have other cat friends?“ 
Gypsy wiggled his whiskers. “I 
know everything about cats. I 
am a cat. That‘s why I want to 
know more about you. Besides 
it‘s only me and that rude dog in 
the house and he never wants 
to talk to me. He only wants to 
chase me around. The two of 
us can relax peacefully together 
in this tree and have interesting 
conversations. So, I figured we’ll 
be good friends.“ Zipper looked 
at Gypsy up and down. “Ok I 
get it now; you‘re a lonely, bored 
cat, who’s also very curious. I 
suppose we can be friends if you 
promise not to kill me.“ Meow, “I 
told you I don‘t like reptile skin 
and for the record, I am curious 
and bored, but I am not lonely.“ 
“Whatever you say, Gypsy, 
whatever you say.“ And so the 
two unlikely friends sat next 
to each other, enjoying a nice 
sunny afternoon, happy about 
their new agreed friendship.

The end.
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Games

Join our competition 

and win this pet-bed 

for your pet!

Competition

Closing date: 

30. October 2015

The “Mio logo“ has 5 hiding 

places in this magazine.

Find these 5 spots, write the page 

numbers down and send us an 

e-mail: pako@africaonline.com.na

Please include the following details and send to: pako@africaonline.com.na

Name: ____________________________________________

School: ______________________  Grade: ______________

Tel (mom or dad): ___________________________________
081 79 89 386

miopetbeds@gmail.com
www.miopetbeds.wix.com/mymioDrawing: 02. November 2015
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Games

Which block is bigger? 

A or B?

Which dotted line is longer?The one at the top - or the bottom one?

Look at the circle in the middle! Which circle is bigger?

Which one of the rows with the 4 blocks is darker? 

Look at the squares in the middle. 

Which square is bigger?

Kids Paw Print
The SPCA newsletter for kids

Windhoek SPCA:  061-238 654

How to house-train your dog?
When living with a dog, house-
training is really important. 

Of course you do not want to 
step into dog pee or poo when 
walking through your rooms.
A lot of people push the dog’s 
nose into his pee and think this 
would make him understand 
that he is not allowed to pee 
inside. But this only teaches 
the dog that humans are not 
clean themselves. Who would 
voluntarily put his nose in his 
own pee? Exactly!

Actually dogs become clean 
naturally. When puppies are 
born, the mother will clean the 
litter regularly. And the puppies 
will pee and poo outside the 
litter quickly, because they can 
always go outside when they 

feel the urge. The puppies learn 
rapidly that the home is always 
clean and that there is enough 
space outside to pee. They will 
want to keep their home clean 
themselves.
And that makes it quite simple 
to house-train a dog: the trick 
is not to give him the chance to 
pee inside the house in the first 
place. The dog mustn’t learn that 
peeing inside is an option. 
When getting a puppy, that 
means you should go outside 
with the dog:

•  every time the puppy wakes up 
after having slept for a while
•  after every period of playing 
around 
•  after every meal
•  whenever your dog looks like 
he is going to pee or poo soon

In these situations, dogs usually 
need to pee. Sometimes they do 
not realize it as quickly as you 
can, now that you know this.
To be on the safe side, you 
should go outside with a puppy 
every three hours – even at 
night. Puppies cannot control 
their urge to pee as good as 
grown dogs can. By this the 
puppy will quickly learn that his 
loo is outside and not in the 
house. And he will rapidly start 
to announce that he needs to go 
for a pee, as he will not want to 
spoil his clean home. 

You will soon know the look on 
your dog’s face when he wants 
to go outside and you will live 
together peacefully with a happy 
routine. 

(by Sarah Tabola)
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Mange
What is mange?

How do dogs 
get infected?

Snowy before her treatment

Intense scratching

Skin rash

Hair loss

The dog will have to be 
dipped weekly with a special 
medicine until the disease is 

gone (injectable medication is also 
available). This may take four to six 

weeks and in some cases even longer.

Mange can be cured 
easily - with only a 

little effort!

Symptoms

Treatment

Snowy, after her treatment

Scoopy, before
his treatment. 

Scoopy, after
his treatment. 

www.pako4kids.com
pako@africaonline.com.na
haveaheartluderitz@gmail.com
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 In our previous article we were trying to get team 
„FIFA“ also known as young wild dogs, Yogi, 
Robin & Messi and the older wild dogs, Ricky and 
Raine to bond.

The Wild Dogs - 

Part 3: Team FIFA

www.africat.org

At first we lured the resident   
wild dogs from the 20 000 

ha nature reserve into a 5 ha 
enclosure which we split in half, 
that is 2.5 ha each, to make 
way to introduce the younger 
wild dogs into the other 2.5 ha.  
The young dogs where darted 
and the leader of the pack, Yogi 
was collared with a tracking 
device, loaded into a specialised 
box-trap and transported down 
to their temporary, new home 
which is a soft-release enclosure 
that is in the centre of our 

200 km² private nature reserve. 

Ricky and Raine were 
between 8 to 10 km away 

when the young dogs were 
released into the 5 ha enclosure, 
but in true wild dog fashion their 
smell or calls were picked up 
within moments and around 4 
hours later the older girls were 
surrounding the enclosure and 
very aware that the new kids on 
the block were their own kind!  
Wild dogs have many different 
sounds that they use constantly 

among the pack. Some of these 
chirping noises seem to us as 
if they are very excited and 
happy xxx and this sound can 
be confusing to man for they 
use it when they meet-up as well 
as when they are aggressively 
dominating each other and they 
have even been heard using this 
sound when out hunting. But 
we can confirm that both packs 
of dogs seemed very excited, 
running up and down the fence 
separating the 2 groups!  

We recently had our annual 
AfriCat vet check and team 

FIFA were once again darted 
and taken to the clinic for their 
first full medical check-ups with 
our experienced vets, especially 
the ‘dentist’ and the ‘dietician’.  
Their teeth were checked to 
ensure there is no damage; 
blood samples were taken and 
then the animals were given a 
clean bill of health.  However 

they had to overnight in their 
‘recovery crates’ at AfriCat’s 
Care Centre so that the ‘sleepy’ 
drug could wear off.  It was 
great news to hear that the older 
female dogs where calling them 
ALL night, worried where they 
had gone to – just as a real 
pack of dogs does when they 
are separated. This was another 
positive sign, at least that is how 
we interpreted it – ‘they were 

missing the young dogs’.   

We were now convinced 
that they had bonded after 

spending the last month and a 
half next to one another, so we 
decided that while all the visiting 
medical experts were here, it 
would be the perfect time to 
introduce the two groups as we 
had expert scientists around 
should something go wrong.

A few days later, after allowing 
team FIFA to explore the 

whole 5 ha enclosure and 
to leave their scent marks 
wherever possible, team AfriCat 
then moved the 3 youngsters 
into the one half and allowed the 
older girls to enter from the Park 
into the other half.  Then the 
cold hit us and that area often 
goes below zero, so we had to 
create dens for them filled with 
grass so that they could stay 
warm at night.  It was important 
to try and get them to sleep as 

close together as possible and 
although a few dens were dug 
in each camp, the holes that 
became the most popular were 
the 2 just opposite each other 
on either side of the fence......
they just loved their new dens 
and this was a positive sign 
that they wanted to be close 
together.  Dens are only really 
crucial during breeding time, 
when a mommy wild dog has a 
litter of pups.  The dens serve 
as protection against other 
predators and also against the 

cold.  When there are no pups 
around, the wild dog ranges are 
massive, so they do not go back 
to a ‘home’.  When the nights 
are cold they all huddle together 
to keep each other warm, but 
they have a choice as to where 
they want to sleep – which 
sadly is not the case when in 
an enclosure – that is why it’s 
important to give any captive 
animal the perfect environment 
like warmth, shade, space, clean 
water etc.

At 8:00 that morning we had 
the vets at the enclosure, 

teams on hand to assist if 
necessary which included three 
vehicles with high-pressured 
fire hoses, should they start a 
fight.  Until a pecking order has 
been established wild dogs are 
really vicious towards new dogs 
and can turn on each other              

in seconds.   

Well, what we had hoped 
for ... ‘a successful 

introduction’, sadly did not 
happen.  The young dogs 
immediately realised their 
strength and started dominating 
and nipping the older girls.  The 
dominant leader in Team FIFA, 
known as Yogi,  was definitely 

wanting to take the lead, but 
the biggest instigator was Robin 
the younger female, who most 
probably knew her two brothers 
would back her as she tried to 
pick a fight with the dominant 
older wild dog, Ricky.  Raine 
took off and wanted nothing 
to do with this younger, more 
dominating group.

Introduction -  Messi (left), Robin (middle), Raine (right)

Raine charges off
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At times it seemed the 
younger dogs really 

hurt Ricky.  We managed to 
separate the older dogs from the 
youngsters more than once as 
the day passed.  By the end of 
the day we decided for their own 
safety that we would separate 
the two groups and try again 
the next day – but then another 
surprise was waiting for Team 
AfriCat – the dominant, older 
female Ricky was attacked by 
her sibling Raine.  We then 
decided to place Ricky back with 
the youngsters, who strangely 
enough seemed to have 
accepted her all of a sudden, 
and left Raine alone for the night 
- All seemed calm for now.  

As the sun rose the next 
morning, the AfriCat team 

arrived at the enclosure ready 
for another day of introduction.  
Again a new surprise awaited 
us!  As we entered the 
enclosure, Yogi, Messi and 
Robin turned on Ricky and 
pulled her out of the den, 
dragging her like a rag around 
the camp.  AfriCat immediately 
separated them by spraying 
them with the fire-hose and she 
managed to crawl back into the 
den, where we then darted her 
for she seemed badly bitten.  
Immediately the vets attended to 
her and we counted more than 
30 bites on her back and fore 
legs – no injuries to her neck. 

Ricky was then given a long-
acting antibiotic and placed 

into a smaller recovery camp, 
bordering her sister’s enclosure.  
Thankfully her sister then spent 
the next 3 days guarding her 
through the fence as she started 
recovering.  Ricky was then 
reunited with her sister Raine 
who has now taken the lead, and 
the youngsters were released 
on their own into The Okonjima 
Nature Reserve. 

They have not stopped 
running and exploring.  Up 

to now they have not caught 
anything yet; the AfriCat team 
is still monitoring them daily 
and subsidising their diet to 
keep their strength up until they 
manage to catch their own prey.  

Ricky and Raine are now 
separated from the younger 

pack and will stay in the 5 ha 
enclosure until they have fully 
recovered.  Once their injuries 
have healed, we will release 
them back into the 200 km² 
private nature reserve.  The 
two packs will either bond and 
pair up permanently, hopefully 
realising they need the wisdom 

of the older generation to show 
them how to hunt and because 
the youngsters feel more 
vulnerable and less territorial in 
the wild – they might be more 
tolerant  - or they will again 
attack each other and split 
into 2 groups. Wild dogs need 
numbers to make the group 
strong and to be a successful, 
independent pack. A young, 

inexperienced group of three 
and an old group of two is not an 
ideal situation . . . .

We will keep you posted with hopefully good news.
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N/a’an ku sê Wildlife 
Sanctuary was started by 

Marlice and Rudie van Vuuren 
in 2006. Marlice grew up on a 
sanctuary, surrounded by lions 
and cheetahs and immediately 
knew that her life would be 
dedicated to saving and caring 
for those animals. Since N/a’an 
ku sê’s doors opened, we have 
had a flurry of animals wander 
in. Baboons, polecats, kudus, 

Rescue 
Corner caracals and genets, just to 

name a few! 

But the truth about  
N/a’an ku sê is that its story 

belongs to its animals, which is 
why we’re going to tell you the 
story of Liska and Lady, N/a’an 
ku sê’s most special wild dogs!

Liska came to us with his 
brother twelve years ago. He 

and his siblings had been born 
to the beta female in the Wild 
Dog pack, which unfortunately 
according to Wild Dog pack 
rules, meant they were to be 
killed. Liska and his brother were 
the only pups to survive and 
were brought to N/a’an ku sê 
to be raised by Marlice and the 
wildlife team. 

The team raised them to be 
strong, and Liska and his 

brother went from starving to 
succeeding, growing into fully 
formed Wild Dogs, until one 
fateful day when Liska’s brother 
was bitten by a snake and 
passed away.

Liska was a kind animal, a 
Wild Dog that had defied 

the odds. As other animals 
came and went, Liska made 
friends with his new neighbours, 
regardless of species. Even his 
neighbouring cheetahs became 
well loved company. There was 
no one Liska couldn’t win over 
with his charm and good looks, 
but alas, he was still alone, the 
only Wild Dog in his enclosure 
until he met Lady.

Lady came to us one 
Sunday night looking thin 

and frazzled. When our vets 
assessed her we realised she 
was very sick, ill with canine 
distemper. Lady was given a fifty 
per cent chance of survival, and 
the odds were stacked against 
her. 

She waited patiently, stuck in 
a room by herself, hoping 

for a full recovery, and by some 
miracle, a full recovery was 
exactly what she received. Lady 
pulled through, young, brave 
and determined, and was soon 

released into her own enclosure. 
When she entered her little piece 
of freedom, she smelt a familiar 
smell. Not a cheetah. Not a 
leopard… A Wild Dog. Someone 
just like her. Lady ran to the 
fence and saw him, black, yellow 
and grinning, Liska. 

Liska and Lady immediately 
took to each other, barking and 
cheering, trying to say hello to 
each other through the fence. 
We couldn’t keep them apart. 
There was nothing left to do. 
They simply had to be together. 
N/a’an ku sê cautiously allowed 
Liska and Lady to enter the 
same enclosure, nervous that 
they might become territorial and 
fight, but of course there was 
no time for that. Liska and Lady 
ran together to begin an endless 
game of tag. They chattered 
and shared stories of their 
adventures, and then at the end 
of the day they lay beside one 
another and fell asleep. 
“Liska the kind” and “Lady the 
brave”, N/a’an ku sê’s best 
friends who beat the odds and 
made it to each other. 

Meet 
N/a‘an ku sê 

It’s a place where 
baboons are guests at 
the dinner table, where 
meerkats help with office 
work, a place where an 
oryx and a hartebeest 
join you for an afternoon 
stroll, it is N/a’an ku sê 
Wildlife Sanctuary, place 
to all in need of a home.

Wild Dogs

Cheetah

Mongoose Polecat

Liska & Lady
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page
8

page
6

Both lines have the same lenght!

Both circles have thesame size!

Both squares have

the same size!

Both blocks

have the same size!

If you take away the background you will see that they do look the same! 

Activity 
answers
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