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www.bankwindhoek.com.na

Bank Windhoek understands that it’s not easy raising a financially savvy child. If you want 

to give your children a head start, teach them the value of money at a young age, to 

ensure that one day they will be able to defeat any financial obstacle. Open a Solo account 

for your little superhero and let them benefit from the best youth account in Namibia with 

no monthly service fee, free ATM withdrawals at our ATMs, free POS transactions and 

many more great features.

Terms & Conditions apply

Raising a 

Superhero 
just became easy...
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Wildlife

Did you know that you can 
recognise a giraffe by its 
coat pattern? Just like a 

human fingerprint, no two 
giraffe have the same pat-
tern. Have a look when you 
next see giraffe – you will be 

amazed!

Have you ever seen a giraffe? 
Don’t they look amazingly weird 

with their gangly legs and long necks? 
They are easy to spot, sticking out 
between other animals and poking 
their heads above trees! Giraffe are 
in fact the tallest land animals – not 
only in Africa, but also in the world. 
Even at birth, they are taller than 
most humans and as adults they can 
be as tall as 5 metres!

Giraffe use their height to find food 
high up where no other animals 

can reach – a true competitive 
advantage. Their favourite foods 
are Acacia leaves and fresh shoots, 
but they also eat other leaves and 
branches, depending on where 
they live, the season and what is 
available. They can eat up to 70kg 
of food per day and use their strong 
teeth to chew it up. Their long tongue 
(approx. 50cm) helps them to strip 
leaves from branches and they don’t 
mind thorns either. 

What is pretty amazing though is 
that giraffe do not have to drink 

regularly. When water is available, 
they will drink, but if there is no 
water around they can still survive 
by getting all the moisture they need 
from food. Here in Namibia giraffe 
often eat in the early mornings when 
there is some dew on the leaves – 
basically free water. 

If you get a chance to check out 
giraffe poo, do! – It is very small, 

hard and dry and that’s because 
giraffe have a very efficient digestive 
system that allows them to get the 
most out of their food – they take out 
all the nutrients and moisture and 
dispose of very little.

Giraffe – Africa’s giants

Long ago, giraffe could be found all 
over Africa, but today their range 

has reduced a lot. Today you can find 
giraffe in a wide semi-circle starting 
all the way up in Niger in West Africa, 
arching through Cameroon, Chad, 
South Sudan, Ethiopia and East 
Africa, and then down throughout 
Southern Africa. While all giraffe look 
quite similar there are nine different 
subspecies (or types), each with a 
distinct coat pattern. 

You can read more about giraffe 

and their threats as well as the 

work of the Giraffe Conservation 

Foundation in the next issue of Pako

Their long neck is also an 
advantage when they are looking 

out for predators – they can spot 
them from far away and move out of 
their way. Male giraffe often use their 
neck for fighting – they swing their 
necks and can give each other hard 
knocks.

Did you know that those ‘horns’ on 
their heads are not actually horns 

but that they are called ‘ossicones’? 
Both male and female giraffe have 
them already at birth, but first they 
are made of cartilage and aren’t 
attached yet so that they lie flat. This 
is that they don’t injure the mother 
during birth. It’s only later in life that 
they ‘ossify’ (this means that they 
turn into bone) and fuse with the 
skull. With their long legs, giraffe can 
run very fast – up to 50km/h, which 
is almost as fast as cars are allowed 
to drive in town.

Photographs provided and copyrighted to Giraffe Conservation Foundation
www.giraffeconservation.org
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Information supplied by: Dr Christo Buys

Questions
& Answers
Questions
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Kids Paw Print
The SPCA newsletter for kids

Windhoek SPCA:  061-238 654

Those stiff hairs on your cat’s 
face and legs don’t just add to 
her cuteness -- they have real 
work to do. 
Whiskers are GPS and radar 
systems for your cat.
Whiskers are highly sensitive 
tactile hairs that grow in patterns 
on a cat‘s muzzle, above its eyes 
and elsewhere on its body, like 
the ears, jaw and forelegs. At the 
root of each of these long, stiff 
hairs is a follicle loaded with ner-
ves.

By brushing its whiskers against 
an object, a cat can detect the 
precise location, size and texture 
of the object, even in the dark. 
This feature proves particularly 
useful for a cat trying to gauge 
whether it can fit into a tight spa-
ce. Whiskers also detect chan-
ges in air currents, helping cats 
detect approaching dangers.  

Whiskers not only make cats 
aware of their surroundings, but 
can also provide humans with 
some insight into their pet‘s sta-
te of mind. For example, a set of 
taut whiskers, pulled back across 
the face, is a good indication that 
Kitty feels threatened, while rela-
xed whiskers, pointing away from 
the face, indicate a content cat.
Of course, cats aren‘t the only 

mammals with whiskers. 
Whiskers helped these hungry 
animals find food and navigate 
dark terrain. This evolutionary 
adaptation also helps to explain 
why the whiskers of many noctur-
nal or aquatic carnivores — like 
rats, seals and walruses — are 
so prominent.
Like other hairs on a cat’s body, 
whiskers shed. That’s normal. 
But you should never trim 
them. A cat with cut whiskers will 
become disoriented and scared.

Grooming, trimming or cutting 
off a cat’s whiskers is a big no-
no. Without their tactile hairs, 
cats become very disoriented 
and frightened. In short, whiskers 
enable cats to gauge and make 
sense of their environment. Whis-
kers do grow back, but cats need 
their whiskers to remain intact in 
the same way you and I need our 
touch senses to get around. That 
is, cats use their whiskers in the 
same way that we use the touch 
receptors in our finger tips to feel 
our way around in the darkness, 
and to alert us to potentially pain-
ful situations.

Why do cats have whiskers?

Help Pako to fill in the missing numbers. Every number (1 - 4) must 
occur only once in each grid (which consists of 2x2 cells), each row 

and each coloum.
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Older Dogs
The adult dogs will continue to be 
viewed by guests at Okonjima. 
They will be monitored closely 
to assess their condition and 
hunting success, especially the 
individual that has had his leg 
amputated. Human intervention 
in terms of veterinary care or 
supplemental feeding will be 
considered if the decision is 
made that the welfare of the dogs 
would be compromised without 
it. An attempt will be made to 

introduce the pups to the older 
dogs. 
Group FIFA wild dog pups
Short Term 
The pups will be housed in their 
present enclosure as the first step 
of their rehabilitation. When the 
pups are acclimatised to natural 
vegetation and have learned to 
avoid electric fencing, they will be 
moved to a larger (5 ha) fenced 
rehabilitation camp bordering 
the 20 000 ha Okonjima Game 
Reserve in order to prepare them 
for release into the reserve.

Introduction to Older Dogs 
The older wild dogs may interact 
with the pups if they approach 
the rehabilitation enclosure 
while the pups are housed there. 
Interaction between the dogs and 
the pups (across an electrified 
fence) will be encouraged by 
attracting the older dogs to the 
rehabilitation camp with the use 
of dragged bait and wild dog 
calls. 
The rehabilitation camp may be 
divided in two, in order to enclose 
the adult dogs in close proximity 

to the pups. The behaviour 
of the dogs and pups will be 
closely monitored during these 
interactions to assess whether 
the older dogs could possibly 
incorporate the pups into their 
pack.

Long Term 
If both groups accept each 
other they will be enclosed in 
the rehabilitation camp together 
and later released. We believe 
that this will be the best possible 
scenario for the continued 
rehabilitation and welfare of the 
pack.
If the existing pack is resistant 
towards the pups, we will continue 
to introduce the two groups. Either 
the dogs accept each other or we 
decide that the groups cannot be 
safely combined.
If a safe combination of the packs 
is impossible, the pups will be 
rehabilitated without the adults. 
They will then be released into 
the reserve separately from the 
existing pack, in an area far from 
the pack’s home range. 

Our 3 wild dog pups (our FIFA team) will only be 
released in June after the AfriCat annual health 
check with our already resident wild dogs in our 
nature reserve.  In order for the release to go 
smooth, we need a management plan.

The Wild Dogs - 

Part 2: Team FIFA

www.africat.org

Older Dogs
In May 2005 AfriCat received, 
3–4 week-old wild dog pups 
from Okakarara (Otjozondjupa 
Region) where the rest of the 
pack had been poisoned. They 
were in a critical condition at the 
time and two died soon after 
arriving at AfriCat, but at least 
we managed to raise 5 into 
adulthood.

When the pups were four 
months old, all direct contact with 
humans was stopped, except 
for veterinary emergencies. In 
2009, the dogs were prepared 

for introduction into the Reserve 
on Okonjima.
 In May 2010, the dogs were 
vaccinated against rabies, 
canine distemper and various 
other diseases, and they were 
fitted with collars for tracking... 
The dogs were released into the 
reserve on 9 September 2010. 

AfriCat therefore has three adult 
wild dogs; two females and one 
male left.  One dog is collared and 
they are monitored by Okonjima 
guides, viewed by tourists from 
vehicles or on foot and are used 
as ambassadors of the species 

for the AfriCat Environmental 
Education Programme. They are 
also ambassadors of the free 
ranging wild dogs of the Namibia 
African Wild Dog Project.  

Group FIFA wild dog pups
As you can recall the pups were 
collected last year and have since 
moved into a bigger enclosure 
where they are acclimatizing 
to their natural habitat and 
vegetation. 
This is preparation for their 
release into the 20 000 ha nature 
reserve. 

So here is our management plan:

Management plan:

Possible Restrictions to AfriCat’s Plan
It may be impossible to introduce the pups to the older 

pack without conflict. Even after successful introduction 

and release together, intra pack fighting may still be fatal 

to some dogs. This may be worsened because despite 

our best efforts all the dogs were raised in an artificial 

manner (raised by humans) without the supervision of 

adult wild dogs.We feel that a pack of three is too small to function as a 

wild dog pack. The older dogs, although independent and 

successful hunters are not as successful as a larger pack 

would be. The pups may find it difficult to develop their 

hunting skills being only three if they are forced to do so 

alone, so FINGERS CROSSED that it will be a success.

To be continued.....

Robin (infront), Jogi (behind)

Messi (left), Yogi (middle), Robin (right)

Messi (left), Yogi (right)



14 Pako Kids Magazine / issue 22 15Pako Kids Magazine / issue 22

Part of the pack – 

especially at night

Pets

Dogs are extraordinary 
creatures. No other animal 

chooses to live with humans, 
rather than with their own species. 
All other animals – including us 
– would rather live with their kin, 
than live with another species.

But as soon as a dog has 
humans to live with, these 

people become his family. He 
will love this family and defend it 
– not only against mean people, 
but also against other dogs. But 
in order to have such a loyal dog, 
people need to act as good pack 
members and good pack leaders. 

From a dog’s point of view, 
there is hardly anything as 

important as the family. They are 
social animals who can barely 
stand to be alone. For a really 
good reason:
Already as a puppy they need 
other dogs to stay alive. They 
need their mother to feed them, 
their father to defend them and 
they need the other puppies to 
cuddle and keep them warm. 
Being alone will cause them great 
fear, for being alone as a puppy 
means certain death. So from the 
moment of their birth, dogs feel 
the need to be with others. This 
need will last until they die.
When dogs are living in the wild 
without people, they live together 
in packs. They have learned over 
the centuries that it is necessary 
to work together, in order to 
survive. There are a lot of jobs 
to do in the life of a dog, which 
become much easier if handled 

in a group. 
Dogs have to hunt in order to 
feed, they have to defend their 
territory against intruders and 
they have to raise puppies. Doing 
all these jobs all by yourself is 
really tough. In a pack, dogs can 
split these jobs. For example, 
some dogs can watch out for 
intruders, while others keep an 
eye on the puppies. And when 
night falls, the dogs always sleep 
close to each other. Several pairs 
of ears hear more than one and 
the dogs can warn each other if 
danger nears. 

Even our pet dogs still have 
this immanent fear of being 

alone. As we are their pack, they 
do not want to be separated from 
us humans. 
From their point of view, especially 
at night the pack should stay 
together. So the most natural 
thing for a dog is to sleep where 
the family sleeps. 
Being close to the pack will make 
the dog love his people even 
more. 

He will bond with his 
humans more 

strongly and obey them 
more willingly. And 
above all: being a full 
member of the pack 
will give the dog 
more confidence 
and make him 
happy.

(by Sarah Tabola)

Solve the math 
as you see in the 

example.

SCALE GAME
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We are offering free spay and neuter services for animals in low income communities. The project star-
ted in Outjo and currently the following towns are participating in the project: Rundu, Outjo, Otjiwarongo, 
Henties Bay, Swakopmund, Okahandja, Windhoek, Rehoboth, Gobabis, and Luderitz.

Rescue 
Corner
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Activity answers

page 8 page 15

In our next issue we tell you more about baboons!

Sneak Peek
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